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SERMON. 



.W.-it 



♦'i' » • ■•..• •■."■ - ., ■:-J ^- - . ■\; •...■ ."., .? rf 

cMi:>'ii// ;•::;, -'it' ••.• :..■•■ . : " • .. / . ; ■fir.vM'iU 

1 Thes. V. 21, PBoy]E^ ALL thjngs ;. holp fasx that yrsxoyi, is. oo^fD, 
A^tA^yi..25; And as hb [Paul] jkeasostjej) OFjftifiHTsox^sNjBss(j|.i^M- 

FEBANCE^ AND JUDGMENT TO CQME, FeLIX TBEMBLED. 

j: hi I '• I .• • ' * ■ 1 ■ ' ■ ' ' ' . . I' . . •■ ■ . *i 

THli freiittruth« of the Bible !b«ye nothing to fimr from Ibe moit 
Tigid itiyesdgation. • Like -diamonds of real worth, they- seetntiw 
brighteir and purer from haying had a trial. Should a dekler «ibT 
U8 a cKamond ibr our purchase, and yet refuse the requisite oid te ai^ 
Wshotild instantly suspect him of the vileM' dishonesty; ^^ It ii 
thus with truth. We are: sus{»cious of the inian i»\ixi would isikdB 
a candid scrutiny of any or all of the doctrines which he may pob^ 
Iefa6. Aim! this sorntinry he must be wiUing t6let us haveaf'-our 
leisure, and not as a shop-keeper, who exhibits his paste and iiiMil 
wkresrat Bight, add blazons them before an ignDrant-aiid'aDSOffiis- 
tioated' erowd. ■ T ' L .. .- ':•■ :;•! >•! .ii •;.♦!'•" =..-Lr 

•nfiudi^ oirtainly^ is the sentiment' of our text : ^< Prove all iSoasxf^A 
says the Apostle, '' hold fast that whiob is good.?[.r Edijgion is not 
aii.iliffiiirofi'thd heart alone. The head>hiis to'do iritb reljj^n. 
Thai Bibles whioh contains ep^mena of the cOosesft pioMifof k(^ 
litttenty'Waa wnttea:for tnfeZ2i^E6MiE: n^ F^ what' were eusialeif 
leces giTends?^ f< Prove all things," i says tiie Aj^Mfe. Witiiai^ 
tlie aid of reaaobi, hei^ shall we acoondiplishrthio?: /We €finsfe 
.Thfi.rheart.ctonot'doit; it can oaly hold fitel; that ^iwhitiijsgotid, 
fldr ne^t ihat wfhich ;is bad.ilFhe intellect, must first; pt^er^aX 
things^, either ifor.tfa^. heart's embrace c^ xej$otioQ.;q'Tibe(fi^eHeot^ 
1st % certain ddgree^ '^ tbe pioneesiftiirelii^DSiS itfangr oUneraMiler. 
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With the Bible in hand, it goes ahead ; fells the gloomy fbrest, and 
lets in the sunlight of heaven. It throws up an open way, and 
then follows on the heart, full of its warm impulses, and gathering 
strength for action from its own ardent, enthusiastic beatings. A 
blow is struck — a battle is woo ; but I&e every other blow that 
is struck — like every other battle that is won, if unguided, if 
struck at random, there are a thousand chances that it is struck in 
rain. 

It Ifl our purpose to prwe some of the great doctrines of the 
Bible, dmt we may be the better enabled to hold &8t that which is 
good ; that when our hearts acty they may be enabled to act more 
ctffiefemly, %tA Wldt more fixedness of purpose;^ •'""' ' 

Tbb text ^idi we have chosen secondarily eihiHts to i» tSi 
Paul reasoning befons Felix of righteousness, temperance and a 
judgmctot to eomOi Paul reasoned 6f Umperance^ \» jpnmei ii^ 
•id tiie RoDiAn governor trembled. It is common iaMr pulpffii to 
vMson of righteousness and a judgment to eome ; hut why aot of 
Itai^erattM ? It is a fiiult of bur day thaA this has almo^ been 
•trtiken firom thd Ibt of pulpit themes. The examjde of St. Paid 
AkU bi9 our only apology for bringing this siAject before yon at 
Ihiftame. 

IWnpcdnanoe Tinks ailing the first bf Chxiatian dutbs. Wi 
ind it everjwbeiis eajbined in Uie Bible* 

l^Mi» has been a great tejQOtpenmoe moTeme^ ^^ 
use of alcoholic and vinous drinks, in our day. This SBOTenMnt is 
Ai)«oin|t on. II is: going on mightOy. Tha people kays odine 
ttf as one iman upon tivs gi^i subject* ' > -v 

Tfo qaestion'then tecbmes an Important ona, ^hetfaeir tbepriui. 
aipM mYiUk Ufeaat ^ bottom of all this is of siioh aaals^ iai*16 
f^fHraLtm re^actioiit Isit a l^isd^-^is Ita j^roMii priaeqile^ Bs 
pesjtiio^iict iNA(l%en% W^ ^^^ W^^ MayetA^ at datheyaot fiool 
iiap i toD i IVheik llis aiNidlenient passes ofi; aiid die people bisooHis 
Mer^tuid^lbcik at things thvougk a cakneri less tttrbnlsot msdimiii 
how Witt it t)e ikoftki Will they find that they haVe acted upMi 
AOfMH pfiil^iples, and will they be wiiUng lo abide by €hem4 • «* 

Oiia,' wn Haaky Has 4» f mat ssent ^ att YMtfeifoaii. > TW 
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people U6 mdiaed to act from impulie. Iliey hare their leaders, 
and tkem tiiey follow eothumaedoally* They do not stop to lea- 
aott. Thf&y all leap the wall, they hardly know why. Wioog 
principles may be at the bottom of all this. Thli enthutiaMii ia 
alioit4ifed. No violent, storm oan last long. The people ebcxi 
iMCome calm. They begia to reflect. A single flaw «— a elngle 
eorror diaooTered, shocks them. Again excitinnent folkywe. . They 
do oet stop to reason ; and as sure as a stone will roll moi% easHy 
down hill than it will up from the same moving power, just so 
earsly do they the sooner find themselTes at the loot of tile hdll 
whioh jthey had so recently asoended. 

^Skeft is a principle whic^ has long been at work in commttiiily 
-«»a fundamental principle with many advocates of lempei«iiMr» 
but one which we can but think is radically wrong. W# fear ht 
Ibe maullii wheu the people become sober and befpa io reflect* 

The principle to which we refer is the ^mabun in €e** -^had ill 
knlf ; t e. without refbrenoe to ooBBiequenoes-— principle* A)oo« 
Mie drinks are condemned because they contain alocrfiol, aAd 
often times ibr no odier reason. Public leotureta represent idcobol 
aa, in itself^ a very bad creature. The Evil One could not be mom 
eeverdy assailed. The question is, does sueh a driAkeontahia(i0O<> 
kal t If k does, then it must be condemned* Some would ^van 
KanlaK it from the apothecary's i^iop, and others (torn theaomoiitv- 
ion table ; and all on the ground that it contains alcohdl. It js 
wkk$i to take it into the system, say they. It was net made for 
maa* So many rivera would not flow -h. so ismoy ^hovers, wonil^ 
hot descend — so many springs woidd not buMile np ftom ibe ^fth 
-—no brook would have flowed in Ed^n, if rum or wine )uid .^n 
made for the use of man. How will this argument bear pusbiagt 
Many of the on sai tur oe of God which we use, not akohilieti aar- 
tainly nev^ flowed or had existence in Bd^n.** 



*Bow oAen, ia the ooaise ef events, have herbs, er iMat ar 
proved poiaonoos, and produced disease or death ? In cases oc ^Irfs esti, 
jiow uaavailiaf to deuaie thai these articles, beeanss iadadsd ia 4he 
etigiael grant, were not poisonoos, when God declared ia his fvovideaea 
tiiait they were. Herbs, and meat, and sailk, stand ^n the same feotiaf 
as wimi, and we cnif insMt that the same discripuaation ^dboald ba easl^ 

Ciaed in valsflan to me lailer« that ia ft¥iamiafitl ■ in ralalien to the £oKtt^rm 
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. But the rquesUon which we wkh at present tOjCCHi^icl^ry ifly--^ 
whethec jt is wrong to use alc(^lio drinks m themaelmfi fiwiaidt-; 
ered f* We suspect 4he community is-aLready mor^ thi^n hailf awake 
qpoa, this subject. '. :..j 

iv . With regard to wiae^ we frequently : hear, the questioa a9ked, 
whether, if it be wrong to 1130 it, in itself considered, oux Savior and 
his. Apostles .would have sanctioned and indulged ihem9eJp6S in the 
va0ipfi^.?.. Those who ask. this question, are usually rcmked among 
the.pppQisejrs of temperance.f . How. is this? We think there is 
tnepre.a^ the bottom of thbt^ inquij^y than many are willing to i41ow^ 
We propose to attend to jthb question tor a few^momeiits^^and 
morp ^p^brticular^y because it lies at the bottop.<Qf;,pther thoughts 
which we purpose to present* And here we mu^t beg your pa- 
li^nQ^ and your <sandor. Wait -^ do not forejudge us rrr waili untit 
we hftvd finished our.eubject, and then render your, judgnoentihk 
3^0: wish, to ascertain what the voicp of the. JBiWe ia on; ^i» great 
subjf^ct; and we think we shall noi be less the advocated qf ieMpfirance 
b$ffatmM>e wi^ to act i$UelligefUlpy and in a^cordflnce with its. sad^ei. 
diciapQS. ..■ We wish to prote t^'^i^^jec^, and hold fast. that j^^hiehite 
good. /One .thing,*— it is.no pait of. our design to- detract frovai the 
io^rtance eC ihe great cause .of ^temperano^w As. to «»6aii^,HhQW* 
eves, We UBheflpitti,tingly declare that . we :feel bound to adopt Ijiosa 
which ase best^ and therefore, giye our prctferenoe to those idifiiViis^ 
by JthaNGareftt; Head. of. the Ghurch4 : .' :: . f ,, -. : : .? - - 

-:. -Xhat. oiiTiiS&vioif and his Apostles did sanetieti.iand indulge Ui 

Tljb <J(de8ti(ni,-s6 €ii* '^ good wme is- eoiioerned^ 10 ^a-q^Mieti cff expodi^ 
ej^y% and QQlyqf expediency, avd abstinence be^oQies a duty .only, niirb^en 
indulgence would be injurious.^ — t>r. Nptt on Temp, p, IZO, 

^*!tiie Itambhees forbid this use of e^^^ milk and Vlne,'air pi'oceedfng 
fi9m4he^iiadpnnciple>' ''■ ■'■■ . . ■ 'i .. „ii; ■ » '■■•■■n ■<•> .'. .i ;..( 

^rfi l^am.iriteiessed too mack «f:(he. operations e^^hn^ian nature noi.H 
know that be who ventures to oppose extravagance, when it is in aify 
way copneeted with a good (^atise, 'does it at the perit Ht 1>ein^ ^t down 
^iMi Wi^nyvtp th^t caupe<TTZ>r, W.JB. Prague, ot^,ith^/f>(fp0^ <^JIff^g 

^*'JWc*wW**.«ay*«6thingaff^^^ the jfrdp^iMejijfAe Pledge;^ v^We emrl 



wam^ te^lkiW'aiiy^McPldaf ti»4iQ««l«<teMtetb'^XUitaMU..>ci 



9 

the tempentte use of wiaO) there can he no douht** It is a very 
great mistake to deny it, and thereby think to benefit the world* 
The world knows better. Out of such evil no substantial good oaa 
come. Was it not for the wrong principle alluded to, we think no 
such denial would ever have been resorted to. It would not have 
appeared necessary. 

1st. The first instance to which we refer, in which it is evident 
that our Savior and his Disciples sanctioned the use of wine, is that 
of the marriage in Cana of Gralilee. At this marriage our Lord 
wrought his first public miracle. We learn from the aooouni 
which we have, that there was not a sufficiency of wine. Our 
Savior was informed of this by his mother, who was present upon 
the occasion. << The mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have 
no wine. Jesus saith unto her. Woman, what have I to do with 
thee ? mine hour is' not yet oome. His mother saith unto the ser^ 
vants, whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. And there were set 
there six water-pots of stone, after the manner of the purifyiqg of 
the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece, Jesus saith unto 
them, Fill the water-pots with water. And they filled them up to 
the brim. And lie saith unto them, Draw out now and bare unto 
< the governor of the feast. And they bare it. When the ruler of 
the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was, (but the servants who drew the water knew it,) the 
governor of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith unto hin^ 
Bvery man at the beginning doth set forth good wincj and when 
men have well drunk, then that which is worse ; but thou has kppt 
the good wine until now.'* — John ii. 

As to the kind of wine made use of at this marriage feast, there 
need be no doubt. Some would try to make it appear that it was 
a kind of wine that would not intoxicate. Here we have the 
^^ malum in se'^ principle again, but how can this be made to 
agree with the observation of the governor of the feast to the bride- 
groom : " Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine, 

♦That our Savior ever used wines as a beYemge which were mixed, 
or drugged, for the purpose of producing intoxication, is an idea which 
we have never entertained. 
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and when men hare well drunk, then that which is worse." Cer- 
tainly there could be no force in this remark, had not the wine used 
been of an exhilarating nature. 

But the original Greek should put this matter at rest. In the 
original it is declared that the water was made mnosy the meaning 
of which, in every lexicon, is' wine, fermented grape juicd. It is not 
owMW ttntil it is fermented. This cinos is that from which John the 
Baptist abstained ; and, if there is any meaning in language, that 
also which our Savior is said to have " come drinking." -And this 
is rendered still more certain in view of the fact, that certain ones, 
who undoubtedly indulged ultra temperance notions, branded him, 
blasphemously, as a wine-bibber; i. e. as a drinker of wine — ainos 
as it reads in the original. This epithet was heaped upon him re- 
proachfully, whereas he only used wrn^ as he did all the other 
creatures of Grod, as not abusing it, with thanksgiving, Wieving 
that there is nothing unclean of itself. This same oinos^ we find in 
the Septuagint, is that which Noah made and drank — drank, how- 
fever, as our Savior never drank,* 

*Oino8 IS the Greek generic term for wine. When the different kinds 
were designated, other words were ased. Thns, when the Apostles were 
Baid to be ** full of new wine," gleukos is the word used — a Kind of wine 
of very peculiar intoxicating qualities, when drank to^excess. — Acts ii. 13. 

Yet ft was a kind, it would seem, in common use. — Acts it. 15.— 

When the juice of the grape was spoken of, while yet in its unfermented 
state, it was called neos oinos, new mne^ of which our Savior speaks. — 
Mat. ix. 17, 18; Mark ii. 22 ; Luke v. 37, 38. He evidently speaks of the 
foUy of putting it into old bottles, because of its fermenting qualities, &c. 
True, the fermenting matter adhering to the sides of old bottles, would 
caitte it to ferment the sooner and more violently. But the fermentation 
would take place in new bottles likewise. — Job xxxii. 19. 

We say, then, that oinos is the Greek term for wine, fermented grape 
Juice f of whatever kind. It was omos which Melchisedeck used. — Gren. 
xiv 1 8; It was ainos which Lot used. — Gen. xix. 32. We may therefore 
infer, that the kinds used by both, were at least identical in nature. It is 
also oinos with which we are not to be drunken wherein is excess. — ^h. 
v. 18r And it is oinoSf which, according to its use, is said to cheer Uod 
and man. — Judges ix. 13 ; or is set forth as a symbol of the wrath of Grod. 
— Rev. xiv. 10; xvi. 19; xix. 15 ; Jer. xxv. 15; Isa. Ii. 17. It is that, 
also, to which the blessings of the Gospel are compared. — Isa. Iv. 1 ; comp. 
isa. xxv. 6. It was this oinos into which our Savior converted the water 
at the marriage in Cana^of Gahlec. Whether it was the wine of Leba- 
ikon, or some other kind, we cannot tell. That it was wine, oinos, howev- 
er, the Bible assures us. 

That there were mixed wines in use among the ancients we are fully 
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3cl. The second instance to which we wish to refer, is that of 
the Last Supper of our Lord. Previous to the institution of the 
Eucharist, our Savior celebrated the Feast of the Passover. It 
was at the close of this feast that the Eucharist was instituted. At 
this feast wine was drank. We read that it was customary lor the 
Jews to commence this feast with the use of wine, although we do 
no find it enjoined upon them. In accordance with this custom^ 
our Savior " took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take tkls 
and divide it among yourselves.' '-^Luke xxli.**!?. This^ wan at 
the beginning of the feast. After the feast, as Luke informs us^ 
he likewise took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to his Disoi* 
pies, saying, " This is my blood of the new testament, or the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you^ and for many, for the 
remission of sins.'' 

It will be observed, that our Savior took the same wine of Which 
they had been using at the feast, just as he took of the same bread. 
He took what was most convenient— the wine and the bread whieli 
lay on the table before him. 

Now, what are we to infer from this brief account ? We hear 
our Savior administering no reproof on account of the use of wide; 
but, on the other hand, offering it himself to his Disciples, and even 
making use of it in the institution of a ceremony which he enjoined 
upon them in commemoration of his sufferings and death. That 
the wine used on this occasion was fermented, we entertain no 
doubt. With regard to the kind of wine, or syrup, brought t6 
this country by a distinguished advocate of temperance, and about 
which so much has been said, we heard an opinion expressed. by Df*^ 
Edward Robinson, certainly among the ablest biblical scholars^ in 
the world, which we highly value. He says, that this syrupi 
which is unintoxicating and needs to be diluted with water In oi^er 

aware — wines mixed expressly to produce drunkenness, like the wine of 
the hard-drinking Persian, into which nnx- vomica and lime had been ia« 
fused for the intoxicating effect. We have no idea that it was wine of 
this kind which our Savior made at Cana. Such an idea, we admit, would 
be obnoxious, though not for the reasons urged by many ; and we have ne 
ri^hfe to infer an idea like this from the inspired account. That it was 
wine, however, we repeat, the Bible assures us ; and the probability isy 
that it was the pare, fermented juice of the grape. 
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to be drank, is used at the east only as we use molasses. They 
hare no other molasses, and they do not consider it drinkable any 
more than we do our molasses. The Doctor added, very signifi- 
cantly, that he could not see the reason why all the discussion about 
the Eucharist, at the present day, should respect the wine merely, 
while not a word is said about the bread, which is leavened. We 
think we see at the bottom of this discussion the wr(mg princ^le to 
which we have alluded* 

It may be urged-, that as the bread used upon the occasion of the 
institution of the feast of the Iiord's Supper, was unleavened bread, 
thereiore the wine used was probably unfermented. Let us exam- 
ine this. Undoubtedly the bread used was unleavened. There 
was probably no leavened bread in the land at that time — it being 
upon the occasion of the Paschal mealf when, according to the com- 
mand of Giod, all leavened bread, which with the Jews was a sym- 
bol of wickedness and corruption, was to be destroyed throughout 
the coasts of Israel. This command was most strictly observeoT* 
We read that the Jews were wont to take candles and search the 
most secret corners of their dwellings, that there might be none 
remaining. They also cleansed all their household utensils, and 
purified even by fire. Now, we think that any person who would 
draw an argument from such circumstances as these, to prove that 
our Savior made use of unfermented wine upon the occasion under 
consideration, by proving too much, according to a well-known 
rule, would prove nothing. We will suppose, that the Jews were 
equally strict as it regards the putting away of fermented wine, 
as in putting away leavened bread. What, then, would follow } 

Ist. We might reasonably expect to find something in the Bible 
in rel&tion to it ; but we find not a syllable. 

2d. fUich year all the wine throughout the land would have 
been destroyed. But we learn of no such destruction of wine. 
On the contrary, we know the Jews were in the habit of keeping 
their choice wines until they attained great age. With them, as 
with other people, old wines were very highly valued. 

dd« As this destruction of wines, if it had taken place, must have 
taken place previous to the vintage, it is unreasonable to suppose 
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tbat there wouU liave beea wiae to drink; at the c^bfatioo o£ tto 
Paschal meal, and the feast ef the Passover. Suppose grapes ha4 
heen preserved lor the purpose, as some have iotimatedi; stiH^how 
would you reooncile this position with the faot of there being old 
wine, of which we hate juet spoken, with tiie ^t of the. quantity 
of wine drank upon the ocoasion referred to— • each family comt 
nenoing and ending with wine, and will) the fiiot thatj supposing 
there to have been no old or fermented wine ; we have no inli* 
mation, not the slightest, tbat, between th^ celebration of ^ 
Passover and vintage, none but unfermented wine was dinivk? 
Then is it reasonable to suppose, that enough unfermented win^ 
could have been made previous to vintage, in the manner spoken 
o^ to have supplied the whole Jewish nation 1 If the position is 
taken that the Jews drank no wine between the Passover and vint- 
age, then I would ask again, why we have no intimation of such 
having been the fact ? 

4th. We find it insurmountaUy difficult to^ reconcile the positioi) 
that unfermented wine was used, with the words of our Savior; 
" I will not drink hence^^rth of this fruit of the vine, until tbfit day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom." As it 
was previous to the vintage that these words were spoken, the word 
" new" would seem to imply that the wine drank was old» Thea 
our Savior's principal intention was probably to convey an intima^ 
tion, by means of this figurative declaration, of the shortness of his 
future continuance upon the earth ; for to drink new wine, we 
learn, waa a metaphorical phrase £)r living to another year or sea^: 
son. 

From such considerations as these, and others Which we might 
mention, we cannot for a moment entertain the argument, that be- 
cause the bread used upon the occasion of the institutipn of the 
feast of the Lord's Supper was unleavened, therefore it is probable 
the wine used was unfermented. Such a position, we repeat, by 
proving too much, proves nothing. 

The " malum m «e" principle, however, is at the bottom of al) 
this -* binding as it does upon its advocates the necessity of prov- 
ing that our Savior, who never sinned, used a kind of wine that 
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would "not intoxicate. But we need not have taken the ]iain4 #e 
have, to prove the falsity of such a poi^tion, since it is evident that 
the principle making it necessary, is in direct opposition to one of 
the cardinal doctrines of the Bible «-^ that the tnotive qualifies the 
act. It is 80 in cfvery case. God looks upon the kean. A man 
. may imbrue his hands in human blood, and yet the act is not sin- 
ful, in itself considered. « The motive determines the quality of the 
act. There must be the intent to kill, otherwise you confound the 
criminal and the officer of justice ; yea, and even ^k)d himself.- 

We are aware that many have been misled in relation to this 
whole matter, by the fact that modern Jews have advocated the 
mdftim in se principle. But it is strange that any should be thus 
misled. It is just the principle for a Jew to advocate, with all his 
notions of uncleanness, and his faith in the efficacy of outward rites 
and ceremonies. The law of the Passover, however, concerned 
the hread, alone, as it was that which the haste of departure did not 
permit to wait for theorising. There was no similar reason in the 
case of the wine, as it was ready at hand. And then had the an- 
cient Hebrew entertained the notions of modern Jews, he had no 
idea, as the history of chemistry will show, that what he saw work- 
ing in the wine- vat was the same substance that raised his bread. 
Be this as it may ; modem Jews are compelled to admit that the 
ancient Jews used wine at the Passover. Maimonides and Barte- 
nora, as quoted in Kitto, say that water and the juices (^fruits Were 
allowed to be drunk at the Passover by the ancient Jews, who held 
an hypothesis that the vmter of fruits did not ferment ! The former 
says, " the juice of fruits does not leaven-, but putrefies*^ ! Thus he 
endeavors to save the strange principle under discussion. 

But we need not say more upon this point. I know, and am per- 
suaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself. 

The advice of Paul to Timothy deserves a moment's notice. A 
bishop, says Paul to Timothy, must be blameless, &c., "not given 
to wine," (oinos. ) The temperate use of wine is not here con- 
demned. And as to the kind of wine spoken of, certainly it was 
intoxicating — else why* the advice ? We say, the temperate use 
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of Winre is not here condemned by Paul. Neither id it oommehded*'* 
The advice is, " iaot given to wine." The word used in the original 
is parainonj and signifies sitting l&ng by the wine. The command, 
then of Paul to Timotliy, is against the esicesswe use of wine.— • 
Timothy/ it seems, had a weak constitution, and we afterwards 
find Paul advising him to drink no longer water, but a Htde wine 
(o/noi?,) for his stomach's sake and his often infirmities. He )\ere 
recommends wine medicinally ; but if the ^^ malum in se^* principle 
be^eorreot^it isnot right to use it etenas a 'medicine. It is not 
Agbt to commit sin that we may cure disease. 

From the several instances to which we have alluded, we think 
there can be no doubt as to the practice and opinion of otrr davior 
and his Disciples respecting the temperate' use of wine. 
• What then follows ? Shall we, therefore, abandon the abstinence 
principle; which has done so much towards raising our country and 
the world from degrt^ation and wretchedness ? We think not. We 
would only place it upcm a firmer and more lasting foundation. 
We would place it upon Bible ground. 

The question to which we now wish to turn your attention, is -^ 
Whether the abstinence principle is to be found in the Bible ? And 
here we remark : 

1st. As it rtespects those who are given to rtfine, we think we find 
clear intimations that they should abstain from all intoxicating be- 
verages. 

The excessive use of wine we everywhere find ^forbidden in the 
Bible. No drunkard, we are assured, will inherit eternal life.- — 
We all are aware of the strength of the drunkard's appetite. It is 
a very Maelstrom, in which property and reputation, health and 
common decency, morals and religion, friendship and love; all sink, 
tfnd oftentimes hopelessly and forever. It seems as if eome sj)eH 
bound him fast over his cups, from which the most giant efforts too 
often fail in tearing him aw'ay. He has sown dragon's teeth, and 
is in the hands of armed men. And he feels this. The most aban* 

■ I • ' * 

^To condemn as sin, per se^ all use of intoxicating wine on the one 
hand, and to vindicate its use as a common beverage on the other, appears 
equally erroneous. — Dr, Nolt on Temp,p, 127. 
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doned inebriate will weep over the thraldom wliich c'Bains his im- 
mortal spirit down. to seose and wretchedness. We have read of 
a certain &buIous cave, into which if a man but entered, he never 
aflerwards smiled. But the drunkard has wore hope than this. — 
Thousands with lightened hearts and brighter countenances and 
firmer limbs, than their warmest friends had ever hoped lor them, 
stand up at the present day and beckon him to look at them. I 
h^iB^r the v6ice of Pollard crying, ^'Look at me /" a miracle of grace. 

But it is abstinence alone, under Grod, that can save the drunk* 
ard. A single cup oftentimes buries the rising hopes even of 
years. It is like the spark in the magazinb. We have all wit- 
xiessed.this. It was the same of old as now. Men's appetites have 
not changed. Hence we' find the following express declarations in 
the Scriptures,^ relating to the case of the inebriate. In Prov. xziii. 
!^. we read, " And put a knife to thy throat if thou be a man given 
to appetite.'^ The word here translated throat, signifies, primarily, 
to swallow, to devour, &c. The Latins say gu2a — throat-**£)r luxr 
ury. The passage then before us is evidently figurative, and sig« 
nifies, if thou be a man given to appetite, abstain — put the knife 
to it and cut it up from the very roots. Think of the consequen- 
ces. Restrain thyself as with a sword hanging over thy head.-— 
Let these words, " Take heed lest at i^iy time your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and so that day come 
upon you unawares :" or these, " For all these things God shall 
bring thee into jtidgment :" or these, " Drunkards shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God^" be as a very knife to thy appetite. 

Again we read, " Who hath wo ? Who hath sorrow 1 Who hath 
contentions ? Who hath babbling ? Who hath wounds without 
cause ? Who hath redness of eyes ? They that tarry long at the 
wine — ^they that go to seek mixed wine." Then follows the reme- 
dy and the command. " Look not thou upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giyeth his color iq the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright ; at the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an ad- 
der." That is, when your appetite is such that you thirst after 
wine y thai when you. see it, it looks inviting and excites inordinate 
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liemit^ and fl^ems to say^ <^c(mennd 4rinii'\ in other words, whrni; 
k giveth ks colbr in the oupi and moVeth. itaelf aright, then ip oat 
io^ upon U-^ obHain* ■ 

8<ich f ntunatioas do we find in the Bible, as it r^ards the oouioe 
lRrhifeh>thoae who are *^ given to Uiifie,'^ ought to adopt. /Ai^d in view 
o^d:Hiaideratioi]6 like tbeae, while all must admit tfaiat in ahstioettoe 
tbere 14 safety/ we' feel constrained to liil the voice of warning in 
tbe^eiit 9f Ihat youth who has experienced the first cravii^ ojf ap^ 
pHil» ^r the intoudbtiag bowl. O, " eould I put my tqpgve ii^ 
the thundered mouth" —^ could I speak in accents as sweet as thc^ 
toakisit^iof heav^p-^I would beseech that ypudi to beware. j^.The 
wine moyeth itself aright ; look not upon it-^ abstain. No noattei: 
how Winaing the ways of vice, put the knife to thy throat ; if thoa 
haist desires, crush thenji iqi the bud. Be master of thyself. Be 
wise. But what is pocnr hutnan nature^ left to her^lf ! Well may 
Ill0 prodigate poet exclaim, 

- ' \ ' ** Ab, Tiee, bow ioft are tby voiiiptoooi ways. 

While youtbfbl blood is mantling, wbo can 'tcapd 
^ -r- . T -. . . ^ ; / . ^ ^jie fiuclnatioys- of tby viagic gaze ? 

A cberub-hydra round us dost tbou gape, 
:;•- ..- Ai|4: mould to tiiveiytaMetbjr dear, dela»i¥ethaiMi.*> 

f TJuts^ ioOj pbor human nature is ready, at times, to exolaim.^^ 
BaftiriiaU* we indulge her? O, let us remember that oil from our 
W!eakiieeses .ispring cur strongest pajssions -— passions which jk> 
liioMkl'eiiergy of man, no force of argument, or resolution, or rea* 
seuf can subdue *- from which, even when in embryo, nothing bat 
IIm .oinalpotent pdwer of the Spirit can efibctually save us^ Bull 
lire asuut make uise of the appointed means. 

'i.!2d. Do wefiod anything in the Bible which would iliake bind" 
ing a similar course of conduct upon those who are noi given U 
9&M^ :Wb shall see how this is. Of course, the same oansea 
which' constrain the inebjiate wholly to abstain, are not the caiioee 
!Whii[3h: Ave to operate upon the temperate portion of the communi^. 
IWklkt, theU) Bite the causes Mrhich are to operate upon us ? Ave 
ftitoteitftty? 

We know how it was with Paul in a matter perfectly analagotts 
lo the one under consi^ration. In the tinae of Paul, a great for- 
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tien of the meat sold in the public shambles of heathen countries^ 
wa6 that which had been offered to idols ; and, therefore, as this 
Jews were extremely scrupulous in everything that had any^ rela* 
tion to idolatry, it might, on some occasions, be necessary for those 
who had professed the name of Christ, to abstain from every kitid 
of flesh, to^ avoid giving offence to such converted Jews as still fe« 
tained their ancient prejudices. This is what the Apostle told the 
Ck>rinthians he would do as long as he lived. " Wherefore," says 
h^, '< if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while 
the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend." 

Paul here takes a noble stand, and an intelligent one. He did 
not, however, take it because he believed it wrong for him to eat 
lifieat in itself considered, but, because it made Ms " brother to of end.'* 
He was willing to deny himself for his brother's sake. In ^s 
Epistle to the Romans, Paul makes the same principle apply to 
wine. " It is good," he says, " neither to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is oflendedi 
or is made weak." This he says upon the principle of expediency, 
as is evident where he says, ^' All things, indeed, are pure, but it 
is evil for that man who eateth with oflence." And again, " I 
know and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothiag 
unclean of itself; but to him that esteemeth anything to be un* 
clean, to him it is unclean." Again he says, '< For one believeth 
thatiie may eat all things ; another, who is weak, eateth h<^bs*<'— 
Lei no^ him that eateth, despise him that eateth not; and let not 
him that eateth not, judge him that eateth; for God hath feoeired 
him. Who art thou that judgest another nwn's servant ? To his 
own master he standeth or falleth." 

' Now this is the ground upon which we would place the total al^ 
stinence reform, so far as it respects the duties of temperate- men. 
We would have those who are consciewUous in this matter do as Paul 
would do. We would have them live with a conscience yM kX 
oflence. If necessary to this, we would have them abstain froin 
tfae^use of wine, and abstain while the world standeth. 

And certainly no foult can be found with those who feel bound 
to this coursej for proclaiming their principles and engaging in 
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every proper effort to promote, by means of them, the welfare of 
others. They may hold up the power of example. And surely. 
no one can be unaware of the influence of example. - The charac- 
ters of us all are more or less formed, however insensibly, by the 
examples of .others around us. We mould each other, and thus wa 
see in whole communities, and even nations, a sameness of charac- 
ter. Sometimes, a tall master-spirit rises up, and gives character 
to an age. But the obscurest of his worshippers has his influence 
too. No one can live to himself, and no one can die to himself-—- 
It would matter comparatively little, could this be otherwise, how 
we live or how we die. But it cannot. Then it cannot be denied,^ 
that men who are " given to wine" are continually watching the 
examples of those who are temperate. And it matters not what 
resolutions they may have formed, or how well they may philoso. 
phise, it is far easier for them to break those resolutions, and to lay 
aside all philosophy, when they behold men of temperate habita 
drinking their social glass. They wonder why they cannot drink- 
also. They do drink, and an appetite, which they flattered them- 
selves had become controllable, returns upon them with all its 
wonted power. 

All, most assuredly, have a duty to perform here. Cast your 
eye around^ Intemperance is still in the midst of us. There in 
still a great work to be done. Behold yonder poor inebriate ! Wo 
is in that eye, and sorrow in that cheek: He reels and totters on«. 
You ask if that is a temple where a God may dwell — the habita- 
tion of an immortal soul ? O, what degradation is there ! What 
strange infatuation, that can cause man to lie down in ignominy 
and the chains of sense — man, formed to walk erect, and gazd 
upon the heavens — man, made in the image of God, and but little 
lower than the angels ! Brother ! 'yrhnpa.a voice exclaims, and if 
so I beseech you to obey it ; perhaps your example, under God, is 
the only thing wanting to reform that man, and place that sunkea- 
spirit once more in circumstances of honor and happiness. 

With such pleae we have no fault to And. They cammand our 
admiration. But when we bring forward a Procrustean gauge, athl 
insist upon stretching or lopping every one to suit its ditnensionsy 
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we mmt expect to have the Bible the only safe rule of fahh and 
[Htictice placed before us to' teach us charity, while we would teach 
temperance. There are different methods of aocomplisbing the 
same objects and which objects all may desire with equal ardon 
One thing, however, every good object is best pfomoted hy the 
truth.* 

It will be seen, in view of the train of remark into which we 
have fallen, that although one man may feel bound to abstain fiont 
meat or drink, and do so with commendation, he has no right to 
judge him who does not feel bound to a similar course of conduct. 
Qod may receive both, and whom God receives, we have no right to 

♦There are many who so closely indentify the Pledge with the cause of 
temperance itself, that they seem disposed to stamp those as anti-temper- 
ance men, who cannot conscientiously sign the pledge, and especially as 
oftentimes presented. ^ There is, however, a difference between the pledge 
as a means, and the cause of temperance, which every Christian loves.— 
While, however, we would say nothing against temperance societies, pro- 

Serly conducted, we are safe in saying that the means which Jesus Christ 
as put into our hands as members of his Church, are the best means, not 
only fbr the removal of intemperance, but of every other evil of which 
mention can be made. Let us make a diligent use of these means. Such 
IS not only our privilege, but our duty as Church-members — carrying the 
mild spirit of the Gospel with us in all our efforts. * And it seems that at 
the present day Christians have an opportunity to accomplish great good 
as it respects the cause of temperance. The way has been prepared for 
the Church to make an effort in her own steady, quiet, peculiar way.<^- 
The young man, for example, and the old man too, is disposed to listen, 
even to those who would urge upon a//, entire abstinence, for the sake of 
others, ** I admit," says the the Christian on his benevolent mifisibn, ** I 
admit that you have a right to use any one, or all, of the creatures of God, 
80 long as you use them as not abusing them. There is nothing uncT^ah <if 
itself. I grant you your right, and you may enjoy it with thanksgiving. 
But here is your brother — your fellow-creature — who has an appetite 
which a single glass would rouse to uncontrollable fury. And you know 
the powev'of example. If be sees you use intoxicating drink, he may nse 
it too ; and, if he does use it, you know the consequences. Now, /or his 
sake,l beseech you to forego your right. Deny yourself , for your J^otfier's 
§ood,** And who is there, if appealed to in a kmd, reasonable manner, l&e 
this, who would not feel disposed to listen ? Surely no one would^ complain 
of an appeal like this. But herein are contained the very principles of 
this discourse — abstinence as a matter of Christian liberty. It must be re* 
membered, that men are \ery tenacious of their rights. The most ordina- 
ry policy, then, would dictate that we concede these rights cheerfully, and 
appeal to their benevolence, and of course in the exercise of a benevolent 
spirit. Nor should we ever abandon the truth, thou<gh apparently against 
tne success of a cause which we know to be good. We have no right to 
put a good cause to the haszard of a false issue. 



judge. And If' this be ito, th^ noicme }m9^ Hgirt tol»aintaMl$ 
however clear the case of Paul may be, that our Savior and his 
Apostlesy geneiallyy who in their day sanctioned the pio|>6i: uj^e st 
wine, end indeed used it as not abusing it, would not have used it 
at the present day. . . \it. 

It is very true that drunkenness did not prevail to the^same extent 
in the time of ourSavioTi as it has during the present itodpast aga* 
h Is vefy tmie that the causes were not so numerous Ahat eouW 
lead ta it. We are 1?iUing to admit all tUs. Spirits then had .00 
esdsteaoe. It was not until itie close of the thirteenth Century that 
spirits of wine were first introduced as a remedy even in the treair 
ment of disease. The Gienoese afterwards prepared i^rits in sbiaU 
bottles, and sold them at a high price under the naipe of ^<I^M 
liiUBf" and down to the sixteenth century it Was kept only by Uie 
apothecary. Our Savior then did live in a different age;froin thM 
in which our lot has been Oast. Eighteen centuries have roU<94 
away, and lefl us surrounded, in numerous respects,. with new and 
different relations. 

But, nevertheless, drunkenness did exist in the Mme of our ^a^ 
tIc^. it e^dsted with the curse of God resting upon iL Thei wjqq 
of the Jews, as we hiave i^owo, was intoxicaiting. The water which 
our Sitvior turned into wine, at the marriage 19 Cana of jGralilr^^ 
was. turned into a kind of wine that would intp«icate i an^, £urth#iiift 
nM^re^ as this isliniole was wrought by our Sav^ as. the hordrJ^s^^ 
he must have foreseen all the woj and tbewai^^ apd Wre(^hedfl99fl^ 
produced by its excessive use in after years. Indeed, the hj^^tcfgr 
of drunkenness in years tb^n past, had already beopme oner of/|er- 
rific interest. Four successive empire^, each fiuwded in part npqp 
the other, had already fallea beneath the power of the wine-oupi 
The temperance question had Jong been in figltatlouA ; The Ke^ 
abites and Nazarites had long been subjects ;ofl, history^' .I)i..e)Ar 
Savior's own day there were mjE^y tempemiiQeiinqtiotis,in yogxwi 
of the most ultra character -— notions to which our^^vpor 4id n^ 
see fit to subscribe, and was oonsequei^tly branded jiks a gIutjton,flQ4 
a wine-bibber •— a friend of publicans and sinners. .. > l .; ; : ./ •..•, 

No one, cei^t^nlyi in view of these tb|ng0| wlU f^Qn(end<tlm( pm 



